Epidemiology of polycythemia vera in Cte d'Or (Burgundy).
Using the registry of hematopoietic malignancies in Cte d'Or, we studied 48 cases of Polycythemia Vera (PV) diagnosed between 1980 and 1990. The overall age-standardized incidence rates, based on the world population, were 0.7 in men and in women. The mean age was 67.0 years in men and 60.5 in women (NS). The incidence decreased during the eleven years of observation. The overall five-year survival rate was 83% and the corrected rate was 100%. 8% of PV transformed into another myeloproliferative disorder (myelofibrosis) and half of them became acute leukaemias.